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The Wayne County Treasurer’s Office 
is open by appointment only for 
the following transactions: 

● "Pay as You Stay" transactions
● Payment plans.
● Delinquent tax payments

To make an appointment, visit 
treasurer.waynecounty.com, and 
scroll down to “Make an 
Appointment.”. 

March 31, 2022, will be the final deadline to 
redeem property from foreclosure. 

APPOINTMENTS
Required to visit

 Wayne County Treasurer’s Office

Per state mandate, March 31, 2022, will be the final 
deadline to redeem property from foreclosure. There will 
be no further extensions to the deadline.

In order to avoid foreclosure you must either pay off your 
property taxes in full by March 31, 2022, or enter into a 
payment plan at the Wayne County Treasurer’s Office. 

To enter into a payment plan, you can visit our website at 
treasurer.waynecounty.com and click on the “payment 
plans” tab or you can visit our office. Appointments are 
required to visit the Wayne County Treasurer’s Office. 
Appointments can be made on our website at 
treasurer.waynecounty.com.

 
.

              

Wayne County tax 
foreclosures 

postponed for 
occupied properties 

Wayne County tax foreclosures have 
been postponed for occupied 
properties until March 31, 2022, County 
Treasurer Eric Sabree confirmed on 
Tuesday May 11.

On Friday May 6, 2021, Wayne County 
3rd Circuit Court Judge Timothy Kenny 
responded to a request from Sabree 
and delayed the tax auction for 
occupied residential and commercial 
properties. The judge's order partially 
extends a moratorium on tax 
foreclosures that had been set to expire 
late this week.

(Continued on page 3)



Wayne County Payment Plan Down Payments

In order to have the lowest down payment, it is important to enter into a plan as 
soon as possible. 



Wayne County tax foreclosures have been postponed for 
occupied properties until March 31, 2022

On May 7, 2021, Wayne County Circuit Judge Timothy Kenny signed an order extending the 
redemption date for all occupied properties until March 2022 for all forfeited 2018 and prior 
years’ taxes due.  We encourage you to continue to make your payments on a regular basis.  
The foreclosure date has been moved until March 2022, but all interest, penalties and fees 
will continue to accrue until the taxes are paid in full.

To be compliant with the Michigan law, the last day to pay your forfeited taxes or enter 
into a payment plan at the Wayne County Treasurer’s Office will be March 31st. The 
Wayne County Treasurer’s Office can no longer extend the property tax redemption 
period. Please make sure all forfeited taxes are paid in full or enter into a payment 
agreement by March 31, 2022 to avoid foreclosure.  

Because of this requirement, our office will begin offering the payment plans for 2020 and 
prior years’ delinquent taxes in July 2021 instead of October as we have in the past.

If you have questions or require assistance, you can contact our office via phone at 
313-224-5990, or via email at taxinfo@waynecounty.com. If your wait time on the phone is 
long or you get a recorded message, please send an email to taxinfo@waynecounty.com.  
Please describe your tax issue or request a call back and one of our call center specialists 
will get back to you within 48 hours.

Please stay safe and be healthy!



Darius found a vacant house in northwest Detroit for a bargain price, even with the 
$10,000 in back taxes on the house that Darius would have to address, but the house 
was already in tax foreclosure. Still, he managed to keep the house out of the auction 
and work out a payment plan with the Wayne County Treasurer's Office.

Three years later, however, Darius lost his good-paying job at a casino. He eventually 
gained employment with a suburban high school, but then was laid off last year when 
the pandemic started.

"Because of my loss of income, I couldn't make the tax payments consistently and I was 
very worried I would lose my home," Darius said.

Darius reached out for help, and he was referred to Southwest Solutions' 
Homeownership Assistance Team. He began working with Kathy Ralston, a 
homeownership preservation coach. His delinquent property tax balance, with interest 
and fees, was now nearly $16,500. In fact, she was able to cut his bill to less than $500.
"We have powerful tools available now to help homeowners like Darius resolve their 
property tax debt and keep their homes," Ralston said. "These tools can make a 
dramatic difference."

The tools are the Homeowners Property Tax Assistance Program (HPTAP) and Pay As 
You Stay (PAYS). The HPTAP helps low-income households or those experiencing 
financial hardships by eliminating or reducing their property tax bill for the current year. 
An online HPTAP application is now available. The deadline to apply this year is 
December 13, but the process takes time and eligible homeowners are strongly 
encouraged to apply early. 

To determine your eligibility for a full or partial exemption, and to see the documents 
you need to provide, visit the City of Detroit's HPTAP page: 
https://detroitmi.gov/government/boards/property-assessment-board-review/homeow
ners-property-tax-assistance-program-hptap
(Continued on next page)

How Detroit homeowners struggling with back taxes 
can get help

Becoming a homeowner before he 
turned 30 was an important personal 
goal for Darius.

"My mom died when I was a child and 
my father wasn't there for me, so I was 
determined to be self-sufficient," Darius 
said. "My drive to have my own place was 
part of that."

https://detroitmi.gov/government/boards/property-assessment-board-review/homeowners-property-tax-assistance-program-hptap
https://detroitmi.gov/government/boards/property-assessment-board-review/homeowners-property-tax-assistance-program-hptap


"Kathy worked so hard on my behalf, and I'm forever grateful," Darius said. "A huge burden 
has been lifted."

Keleci is another Detroit homeowner whom Kathy Ralston helped with HPTAP and PAYS. 
Keleci acquired his home as gift about seven years ago. Like Darius' home, Keleci's already 
had significant back taxes that needed to be resolved. 

Then, "I got very sick for over a year, couldn't work and fell into a bad state," Keleci said. "I 
couldn't make the property tax payments. The interest and penalties grew fast and I fell 
further and further behind to point where it seemed hopeless."

Keleci's delinquent balance stood at about $27,000 last year. Under PAYS, Keleci only 
needed to pay $1,300 to eliminate his property tax debt. Thus he saved nearly $25,700!
"I feel like I have been given a new start in life," Keleci said.

A recent report from the Quicken Loans Community Fund showed that nearly 9 of 10 
Detroit homeowners in tax delinquency qualify for the HPTAP, but most of them are not 
aware of this. 

Now there is a greater incentive to apply for the HPTAP and PAYS. It's called the Detroit Tax 
Relief Fund, and it can wipe out back taxes for about 20,000 Detroit homeowners who 
qualify for the HPTAP and PAYS. This opportunity comes from the extraordinary generosity 
of the Gilbert Family Foundation and Rocket Community Fund, who have made a 
$15-million commitment.

To learn more, call 313-244-0274 or visit https://www.waynemetro.org/propertytax/ and scroll 
to “Detroit Tax Relief Fund.”

If you need to apply for the HPTAP, Southwest Solutions is one of the community 
organizations that can help you. Go to 
https://swsol.force.com/swsolcft/NWSHOP__CommunitiesSelfRegCPS, click the Home 
Preservation menu and choose "I own and occupy a home in Detroit and need property tax 
assistance."
 

How Detroit homeowners struggling with back taxes 
can get help (continued)



Hardship applications for commercial properties and landlords
To address the increasing financial distress experienced by many Wayne County taxpayers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Wayne County Treasurer's Office (WCTO) Financial 
Hardship Policy now includes certain occupied commercial and residential rental properties to 
allow for an extended payment period through 2023.

Property owners with delinquent taxes may review the hardship policy or apply for a payment 
plan on our website: treasurer.waynecounty.com. Please email completed applications and any 
questions to wctopaymentplans@wanyecounty.com.

Wayne County Treasurer Eric R. Sabree hosts monthly Zoom 
events to assist taxpayers and answer questions.

To address the increasing financial distress 
experienced by many Wayne County taxpayers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Wayne County 
Treasurer's Office (WCTO) hosts monthly “Ask The 
Treasurer” events over Zoom. 

Each month has a different theme. Previous topics 
included taxpayer assistance, resources for renters 
and landlords, and resources for seniors. 

During the events taxpayers can ask any questions that they have in order to help them save 
their property from foreclosure. The events are typically held on the third Wednesday of every 
month starting at 6:00 PM. Treasurer Sabree usually begins the meetings with a short 
discussion explaining the programs and services offered by the Wayne County Treasurer’s 
Office and the tools offered by the office to avoid foreclosure. The events also often include 
guest speakers including our community partners and elected officials. 

The meetings can be joined over Zoom or by calling in. They are also streamed live on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Waynecountytreasurersoffice/ You can watch our 
previous meetings on our Facebook page as well.

We hope to see you at our next Ask the Treasurer event. For information on how to join the 
next meeting, email us at wctocommunity@waynecounty.com or check our website or social 
media pages. 

https://www.facebook.com/Waynecountytreasurersoffice/
mailto:wctocommunity@waynecounty.com





















